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INTRODUCTION
Do students have access to music courses,
regardless of the type of school?

• The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 for
the first time included music as part of a "well
rounded education" that is to provide "all students
with access to an enriched curriculum and
educational experience."
• While previous research results are mixed,most
show that charter schools have significantly less
access to music courses than traditional schools.

RESULTS
Research Question #1:

Research Question #2:

Research Question #3:

How does charter school music enrollment
compare with overall Florida schools?

In what ways and to what extent does music
course enrollment vary between charter schools
that are contracted with f o r -profit and nonprofit
management companies in Florida?

Do significant differences exist between the mean
percent of students enrolled in music programs
when differentiated by school size, school grade,
percent of minorities, and percent of economically
disadvantaged students?

• Only about half of nonprofit and for-profit charter
schools offered at least one music course, whereas
93% of traditional schools offered at least one
music course.
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FOR-PROFIT CHARTER SCHOOLS

NONPROFIT CHARTER SCHOOLS

• With the increasing number of charter schools in
Florida, it is important to ascertain to what degree
charter school students are able to participate in
music courses and what that participation may
look like.

PURPOSE
• The purpose of this study is to examine music
enrollment trends in Florida middle schools (grades
6-8) during the 2019-20 school year to explore
whether charter school students have a similar
opportunity as traditional public-school students to
access music courses.
• Of particular interest is whether the for-profit or
nonprofit status of charter management
organizations and school characteristics impact
music course enrollment.

METHODS
• I created a database using publicly available data
from the Florida Department of Education.
• While all charter schools are nonprofit,they may
contract with for-profit management organizations.
For brevity, charter schools that contract with for
profit management organizations are referred to as
for-profit charters,while independent and those
contracted with nonprofit management
organizations are referred to as nonprofit charters.
•

I used publicly available annual charter school
audit reports to categorize charters as for-profit or
nonprofit.

• When broken down by type of music course,
traditional schools continue to have higher mean
percentages of enrolled students for almost all
types of courses.
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• When broken down by types of courses,the results
are similar. Other than for theory/technology
courses, a higher percent of traditional schools
offer all other courses.
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• The differences in the percent of students enrolled
in music courses between traditional,for-profit,
and nonprofit charter schools is significant.

• Of the four school characteristics,only school size
demonstrated a statistically significant difference
between groups.
• School size
F (717,293) = 3.593,p = .000
• School grade
F (716,292) = 0.828,p = .975
• Percent Minorities
F (716,292) = 0.951,p = .703
• Percent Economically F (716,293) = 0.784,p = .994
Disadvantaged

CONCLUSION
Charter students do not have as much access to
music courses as traditional schools.

•

The size of the school matters.

•

Charter school's model for smaller class sizes works
well for academic courses,but presents challenges for
traditional large ensemble music courses.

•

On the positive side,small school size provides
opportunities for charters to explore innovative music
courses.

• F (2,1006) = 42.141,p = .000
• A Tukey post hoc test showed that the total music
course enrollment in traditional schools was
statistically significantly higher than for the for
profit (p = .000) or nonprofit charter schools
(p = .000).
• There was no statistically significant difference
between the total music enrollment for the for
profit and nonprofit charter schools (p =.413).

With significantly fewer charter schools offering any
music courses,charter school students are at risk of
not having the opportunity to participate in music
duringthe schoolda�

Regardless of management model, charter school
music students need support.

•

The need for advocates to be aware of charter music
course enrollment trends grows ever more urgent as
the number of charter schools continue to grow.

•

Since there is no statistically significant differences in
percent of music enrollment between nonprofit or
for-profit charter schools,the focus should not be on
the management style but rather on the musical
opportunities they provide.

